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Here having been a very Abuſive Letter Publiſhed the laſt week againſt 
Doctor Fowler ( whoſe Eminency in the Church is well” known to 


Wiſe and Judicious Men) Subſcribed only by. Two of his ſix or ſe- 

ven notorious Enemies ; I could not, conſidering my great Obligati- 

ons to him, let it paſs unanſwered, although I think that. it may be 

flighted of all Sober Men, as it is of him, Their Abuſes of 44: 
have been ſo common, that I valne them not; yet having this opportuaity, the 
World fhall ſee how much they are to blame for Reproaching me likewiſe. They 
tell mes that / Srudy but little; lam ſure I ſhall not need to Study much for an An- 
ſwer to their Letter- 

I might in the firſt place deſcant upon their mock title [Reverend Paſt} which 
they give the Doctor, when they deſign to caſt the greateſt Reproaches upon him. 
But I will let that paſs, with all their rude Language, knowing they are the beſt 
Expreſſions they have to ſhew how much they honour our Function, 

1 will keep cloſe to Matters of Fatt, and not render reviling for reviling. They 
firſt Charge the DoCtor for bearing hard upon them from the Pulpit, which only pro» 
ceeds from their Guilty Conſciences charging them. I would fain know how the 
Dottor ſhould diſcharge his Duty without reproving thoſe V ices which he obſerves ſome 
of his People guilty of, and ſecretly ſpreading ; ſo that he cannot otherwiſe pre- 
vent the Miſchjef of them. But it ſeems they are moſt Galled by that which is late- 
ly ſent abroad from the Pre/s, And I doubt not but the Concluſion was as grievous to 
them and their Aſſociates in the reading, as the Congrepation obſerved it to be 
when they heard it, though, for very good reaſons, they are ſilent concerning it- 

{ am Aſtoniſhed to think how they could have the Face to mention that Cerri- 
ficate, and Confeſs the 1rap.,r, with which the Doctor charges them. They ſay, 
That a great Man told them, 1: would ſhale the credit cf therr Loyalty: And I ſup- 
poſe it was the ſame Great an, to whom they accus'd him ſoon after. But what- 
locyer they pretend, it appears, they had too great an opinion of their Loyalty to 
deſire his Cert:ficate concerning it. All Men may fſce that they deſired ir on purpoſe, 
that they might be credired in the Storics with which they endeavoured to do him the 
greatelt Miſchief ; and that they might not be thought ro be acted by il}-will againlt 
Him, who had given them ſuch an undeſerved Charatter. Ir follows, And ſo we laid 
it aſide, as a rhing we were nit prond of, It was time for them to Jay it aſide, when 
they had obtained what they deſigned by it- But though they fay, they were noe 
proud of #t, yet (to my knowledge) they refus'd to part with it, when the Doctor 
would have retrieved it- Let all Men judge what name they deſerve for the requital 
which the Doctor had, for being ſo ready to Certify for Loyal-Men, when they 
could not have endeavoured to do him greater Miſchief if they had received his 
Denial. Ir is likewiſe obſcrvable, That as they afterwards make a Cerrtificate for 
Mr. W. which the Doctor never gave him ; ſo they make ſuch a one for themſelves. 
They ſay, that He cert:{:.d they were peateable ard Chriſtian-likg ſpirited men : Where- 
as he only Certified, that for ov2he he knew they were ſuch Perſons. Which words 
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were of their own pzuning, as the Dottor hath told them in his Preface. 

They do in the next place oblige the DcQor by ſpeaking truth : for they ſay, 
that is Opinion is much altered ſince he gave them that Certificate: And all Men in 
City and Country would wonder at him, if his Opinion were not altered from that 
time to this. But before | proceed farther, 1 muſt ingenuouſly confeſs, That 1 was 
rhe occaſion of his being ſo imposg'd upon by them, and thar the Charatter which 
I had given of them, over-ruPd his ſuſpicion of their being othezwiſe. I hope I have 
his Pardon, being a true Penitent for it. - 

As to the Satyrs, Invettives, and Comminaticns, which, they ſay, the D«ttor hath ven- 
cd againlt them in the Pulpir ; Let the Congregation judge whether he be not Egre- 
gioully Skandercd, unleſs his-general expoſing of the damnadleneſs of the lin of 414- 
lice and 1h-will before the Sacrament, which is adminiſtred every Swiday, be Satyrs, 
Invettives, and Comminations againſt chem. 

They Appeal to all that know them, and to their Conſciences alſo, [That 7 hey 
Lever epjofd th: Doftor our of ill-will ro bis Perſun, tut only to put a ſtop to his Latitu- 
dinarian. Deſizns and Prattices by a due courſe at Law. And I will undertake, That 
the D.ttr ſhall joyn with them in this Appeal #o all chat know chem, and arc not of 
their Party, and to their own Conſciences roo, whether they have not been for above 
a Year and half acted by the greateſt /-will ro him. And whereas they pretend, 
Thar their deſign was only to put a ſtop to his Latitudinarien Deſigns ard Prattices 
(which word they underſtand as well as I do their Welch Rhyme) 1 Challenge them, 
if they dare, to. declare the leaſt Proof of his being Guilty of ſuch Deſigns and Prc- 
tices. They cannot forgcr, that Sir Thomas Exton declared to them, in his Court, 
That They had not made the leaft Proof of any Accuſation they had brought againſt him. 
Ard much Jeſs can they forget, that Sir Kichard Lloyd declared the ſame to them 
in His Court, before a great Number of People on Wedneſday laft. And, whereas 
they talk of their proceeding againſt the Dottor in 4 due courſe of Law; Their many 
Journeys made on that account, Proclaim the Hypocriſy of this pretence, as the Dottor 
knows by ſad Experience. 

As to the Certificate which the Door gave to Mr. W. they fay, that He repreſented 
bim as a truly Loyal aud a Conformable Man, Burt I am Aſtoniſhed at their Confi- 
dence, conſidering, He did not Certify one title for him, more than that he was 2 
Conjt ant attender upon the Prayers, and a frequenter of the holy Communion , according to 
rhe Order of the Church, and forward to publique good Works im the Pariſh. The Truth 
of which, I am ſure they cannot deny. Bur they Accuſe him of anriqu? Geſtures, in 
the time of Prayers. But the D:tor is Confident they Slander him. It is more to 
be ſuſpeted, That they who thus Accuſe him, come to the Prayers, rather to be 
Spyes upon others, than to be Devourt themſelves. The Doctor hath obſerv'd him 
ſo Reverently and Piouſly affefted ar the Communion, that he ſeldom receives it with- 
our wet Eyes. They accuſe him of being a Diſſenter, till he was Church-Warden ; but 
I am able to teſtify the contrary : For I had often given him the Sacrament before 
that time, and do really think, that he was a frequenter of the Church about two Years 
beforc; and then too, when the Conventicles were undiſturbed, and had the greateſt Li- 
berty. Bur they ſay, That he was a Souldier under CoHonel Hacker ; which the 
Dottor or I never knew of; but, it ſeems, *tis true : Yet, if his Enemies had been 
ingenuous, they ſhould have ſaid, That he was likewiſe a Souldier under the Command 
of General 41;»k, at the time of the KING'S Reſtauration. Methinks this, and the 
King's Pardon, ſhould have Diſchar*d him from being reproacht for ſuch an old 
Crime, by Peaccable and Chriſtian-like tempered Wen, As for the other Stories, which 
the Dutor did not know of, he is ſorry if they be true; but he muſt have them 
aſlerted by thoſe that do not hate Mr. W. before he believes them, be knowing, 
by Experience, how falſe the Reports have been, which have been ſpread againſt E1m- 
Jelf by the ſame Authors. If that which Men ſay in their Rage and Paſſion be true, 
one of theſe Men was as well a Fifth-Mnarchy-Man, as the other was a Rebel; for 
this was told him to his Face in the Dot?cr*s preſence. But ſuppoſe he had known theſe 
ill thiggs ot Mr, W. Yet, Who can blame him for Certifying what he knew to be good 
concerning bim ? Eſpecially, when he expreſt Sorrow for what he had done, and 
having had ſuch Reproafs, thar I really thought there would have been a great Breach 
between them. 

The next Paragraph inlinuates, That Mr, Recordty oblig'd them to inform againſt 
Mr. 3”. But one of theſe rwo Men may very well remember, That the Recorder did ex- 
preſly deny it in the Dor; hearing, ſo that they cannot wipe off that charge of 
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— to him, and ſhaking hands with him, and then making their Complaint a- 
gainſt him. 

What a bold Affront do they offer to the King*s Attorney General in the next words ? 
in that they plainly ſay, That He was perſwaded to grant Mr. W. a noli Proſequi, by 
great and powerful Solicitation ;, and conſequently, that tis Hearing the whole Cauſe, 
and what theſe Men could ſay againſt him, was but a Mock-bulineſs. As to that which 
they ſay af Mr. W.*s oppoſing their diſturbing of Corventicle-bouſe.s : the Dottor profeſ- 
ſes, That he never knew any thing of it, nor yet of his Behavioar in Gaild- Hall, or 
his being againſt che Ringing, of the Bells upon the 29th. of May, or his Ringing and 
making Bon-fires upon the Earl of Shafrsbury's diſcharge by the Grand Jury, whom they 
call (though not our of any ill-will to his perſon) the Duttu's go d lord and maſler. 
And no wender, that the Dottor ſhould be ſuch a ſtranger to theſe things, when he 
came to live in the Parilh, but the Lady-day before he gave him his Certificate ; 
bur as to their calling Shafrsbury his goed lord ard maſter : The Doftor would have 
them know, That though he Officiated one Week for his Chaplain (who was his old 
Friend and School-fellow) in the time of his being Lord Charcelt.r, yet he was never 
bis lard and majter. And that he was ſo far from being of that Lords principles, that 
he hath enraged him by his plaia Dealing. He advcatured, very honeltly, to de- 
clare his mind to him againſt the Bill of Excluſion, upon which the Earltold him, He per- 
ceived what Company he kept. He was likewiſe ſo Jonuaden once againlt the or, 
that he told him, #/c was nue worthy to ſay Grace at his Table, [| mult alſo tell theſe Men; 
That a Dignitary of the Church of moſt Noted Loyalty, as alſo a worthy DoCtor ; Nay, 
and an cminent Prelatc likewiſe, can and will Teſtify, if there be occaſion, That the 
Doctor had wholly Eſtranged himſclt from that Lord (whom he very ſeldom waited 
upon) bur for their perſwalions not to loſe all Intereſt in him, becauſe ar one time or 
—_—_y thought it might be improv*d to the doing ſome good Service to Loyal- 
Men; *tis known that ſo it was improved. And the Dean of Worceſter can fatiſ- 
fy all Men, That the Doftor when Phanaticiſm was moſt rampant; viz. In the Year 
1679. Publiſhed an Anſwer toa very Wheiggiſt pamphlet, much cried up at thar time: 
For the Dean ſurprized him in his Study, as he was preparing it for the Preſs. 

In that which follows, they fall very heavily upon my ſelf, but after the Doftor is 
ood Manners, and therefore 1 will procced upon their return to him. 

They accuſe him of making them and ſome others of his Neighbours a parcel of 
Lend, Vicicus, Profane, Scandalous, Debaucht Fellowes in provate Diſcourſes and publick. 
Preachments, as they very mannerly call his Sermons. But I am ſure I can af- 
firm that as to his private Diſcourſes, they of all Men, are leaſt acquainted with 
them, and in his Preaching he hates to uſe any ſuch indecent Language. He never 
ſpares Debauchery nor Diſloyalty nor Phanaticiſm in his Pulpit. But when he is upon 
theſe Subjefts he never reflects upon particular Perſons, ſo as to charge the guilt of 
theſe Vices upon any of his Hearers. The Auditors at Colemar-Street can teltify for 
him, to whom he Preaches the ſame Sermons. Bur, to return to his private diſcour- 
ſes, kc is ſo far from dclighting to talk againſt his Adverſarics, that nothing hath 
diſcompoſed him more than when he is put upon telling of their behaviour towards 
him. And when he hath done it, his own Vindication was that which he inſiſted 
upon. He doth not deny thar, our of the Pulpit, he hath charged ſome of them with other 
Vices belides Malice, and is too well able to make good his Charge, the more is 
the pity. *Tis confeſſed that in the Concluſion of his Sermon againſt Slundering, he in- 
timated plainly, that thoſe who carried that dreadful falſe ſtory rothe Court, which 
occaſioned" his Preaching ir, were ſome of his Auditors, and ſuch as ſometimes received 
the Sacrament from him, and 1 ſuppoſe they little think upon what grounds he ſaid 

s. 
They ſay that the DoCtor hath not Lefr wie Stone witurned to def ame them with Per- 
ſons of Honewr. Burt it would have ſaved the Dottor many Pounds in his Purſe, and 
revented much diſturbance to his mind, if 7 his had not been their own Crime. And 
e tells them by Me, that the greateſt Defamation, they can complain of from him, 
is his not concealing the Barbarous uſage, which, God knows, he hath had from them. 
As to what follows of the Doctors diſparaging of them to their Cuſtomers: There 
never was any thing more falſc ; for he profeſſerh, that he knows not any one Perſon 
that deals with them- Bur ir may be their having themſelves ſo publiſhr their reſtleſs 
endeavours to ruine the Deltcr both in his Reputation and Eſtate, may have been 
the occaſion of los to them, for which they muſt blame Themfel rs, and not Him. 
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I come now to one of the moſt ſpiteful ſuggeſtions, that malice it ſelf could have 
invented, viz. That the firſt viſthle change of the Dottors Countenance and C.rriave 
rowards them was upon therr ſuppreſſing Six or Seven Conventicles, and after that, upon ther 
endeavour to puroe the Veſtry of ſome very il Me, Now, as to their ſuppreſſing of 
{o many Conventicles, he cannot ſay, that ever he heard of theſe Mens Suppreſling 
One, tho it may be they have any, and there is no Divine in England but may as 
welt be charged with being a Favourer of Conventicles as He may. He hath Written 
no leſs than four Books againſt the Principles of Conventiclers, and I ncyer heard 
any with greater force of Argument, expoſe them from the Pulpit. Let that one 
Book of his, Intituted Libertas Evangclica be conſulted, which was written and Pub- 
liſhed, 1680. when the Faraticks had the greateſt Liberty, and let the Dottor be 
judged of by that Book, and whether ?rtis imaginable he ſhould rack about to them 
after they were a cruſht Party. And 1 wonder what any Man can imagine he can 
prom'ſ: to himſelf by being a Favourer of Conventicles, conſidering his Prom:t4oz7, 
unleſs it could be ſappoſed that he loves miſchief for the ſake of it. As to their en- 
deavour to purge the Veſtry of ill Men, they know in their Conſciences, that this 
was no cauſe of altering the Duﬀors Countenance towards them, but it was their tell- 
ing that ſhameful untruth of him at Mr. Secretary Jer-kjngs his Office, viz. that he 
was an cncourager of ſuch People in the Veltry; and 1 think he had little reaſon 
to be fond of ſhch Men as ſhould thus abuſe him. There is nothing better known 
in the Pariſh, than that he had not the leaſt hand in bringing ſuch Men into the 
Veſtry, and that they were choſen by the Veſtry it ſelf, and that in the Doitors abſence 
too, and he knowing nothing of it. This he madeto appear very fully at Mr. Re- 
corders Chamber, when theſe Men began to torment him ; and likewiſe he expreſt in 
my hearing the greateſt forwardneſs to have all ſuch put out, provided it could be 
Iegally doue after the Att relating to Veſtries was expired ; and the Recorder was 
farisfied, that it could not be done any otherwiſe but by periwading them to reſign 
their places. And Jet that Gentleman be asked whether the Dotor did not ſhew 
great induſtry in the management of that Aitair. 

As to his endeavours to hinder the Church-Wardens from preſenting Diſſenters ; 
all they aid is ſo falſe, that he appeals to Sir Richard Lloyd and Sir 7 homas Exton, 
whether the Contrary did not fully appear in both their Courts. 

Whereas, they call Cripplegate a Sanftuary for Phanaticks, I am perſwaded they 
do not abound more there than in other great Pariſhes, And every body knows, thet 
the Greatneſs of Pariſhes is a ſufficient encouragement to thoſe People to take Lodg- 
ings in them, eſpecially when the Laws againit them are put in Execution. 

* As to the Dodtors giving the Sacrament to two Excommunicated perſons before Pub- 
lication, which was the only true Article of many that were exhibited againſt him, and 


'which he did not put them upoti proving; theſe men might be abundantly fatiſſicd the 


taſt Wedneſday in the Arches, that the Dottor had all the reaſon inthe world to be- 


Jeive, that he did Well mn doing this, And that he never uſed morc prudence & 
' Caution in any thing that he ever did, 


They mind the Dottor of ſuppreſſing an order, appointed to be publiſied ſor the 


' Preſenting of all perſons that came not to the Sacrament. This was near three years 


ſince, and the Doctor did but his Duty therein, for, as the Inſtrument had no ſeal, ſo he 
ſaristied his ſuperiours, the night before, that it was not fit to be read, becauſe it would 


"ound ſtrangely in the Church, to hear the Church-Wardens- publiquely required to 


do a thing mpoſſ#ble, it enjoyning them to Preſent all that came not that - Eaſter to 
the Sacrament 3 For if theſe mica ſay true, the Communicants in the Pariſh are no 
fewer than 30000. ' 

tn the Concluſion, The Doftor hath a Scoff given him upon the account of two Vin- 
dications: The Firſt they twit hi;a with, is his Book azainſt Zw:4a7, But doth it 
?-ally Offend theſe great Church:Men, that the Doctor ſhould Write againſt ſuch a 
great Phanatique, and confute his mad Principles ? But that is the bulineſs of that 
Book, called, Dirt w.nu-f; which, by the way, would have been a very good Ti- 
tle for this Reply. The Other was his Vindication of the Demoliſhing the Picture 
of the Bleſſed 171ity, which the Dottor declar*d to have been done by the Autho- 
rity. of an Act of Chapter. But whercas they intimate, that He could bear that in the 
Stal, which be accormted Idlatry in the Glaſs, The Doctor. Anſwers, that Scals are 
yever made the Objettz of Worſhip; and likewiſe, that it is very hard to diſcern 


what it is in the Seal- Bur eſpecially, that the changing of tlic Scal, lics not ia the 
power of the Dean ad Chapter. 
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I am now to ſpeak for my ſel, whom thy are pleas d to ſalute b; the Name of a 
Grand Informer, and a T ale-bearer between the Dottor and hs Parijhioners ;, and they to 
tell me, that there nat a Curat is England that ſtudies leſs, or uſurps more «pon his Nez b+ 
boxrs, Tam ſorry they are fo uncharitably cenforious, as to think that | have fo lit- 
tle regard to the peace of my o-vn Mind, or that they thould think me {o impolitick 
as to be a Tals-bearer, or the Dottor {> unworthy as to endure it. 1 have been fo 
far from exaſp:rating him agaialt the Pariihioners, or them againſt him, . that 1 chal- 
lenge all Men to produce any one Inſtance of it. 'T het: very Men know that | have 
with all meekneſs ard calmneſs, endeavoured to make them fſenlible of their Miſtakes 
concerning him, as well as of their ill Dealings with him. And the Doftor knows what 
I have done towards a mutual gocd Underſtanding. 

That which they ſy of my itudying fo iirile, is very dilingenuous, conſidering 
the Concerns of the Pariſh to be fo great, rthar I cannot promiſe ro my ſelf the free- 
dom of one Hour in a day, from the neceſſary performance of my Miniſterial Offices 
abroad. If rhey could have charged me of frequenting 1.1 Houſes, or kceping ill Com» 
pany, I know they would not have ſpared tlie divulging of ir. 

| know not what th:y mean by my «ſurpiny upon my Nerghbours, I challenge them, 
and all Men, to produce one Inſtance ot my doing any Man a wilful Injury, or deny- 
ing th: worſt Enemy 1 have any reaſonable Courtety, It hath been-a great ſatiſ- 
tifattion to me, when any of my Enemies have recommended poor People: to nie, 
that, by my relieving of them, it might app-ar I hid no Piques againſt any Mas, bur 
that whatever I ſaid which might offend chem, proceeded from the diſcharge of a 
good Conſcience. | 44.8 

That which follows next, relates to my Sermons upon Reſtitution, and the occaſion 
of them ; in which they calt a very falſe Aſperiion upon me. *- 

The true Account of that Bulineſs is as followeth. | 

About nine Years ſince, I wa: deſir*d to viſit a poor Man who was dying of a Con- 
ſumption. He deſir'd ny Prayers, and that 1 would give him the Sacrament. Upon 
examination of his paſt Actions, he acknowledged that he had — wronged 
a great many Trades-men, but had rothing toreſtore, having very little belides the 
Bed he lay on. Idefir'd him to ſend to the injur'd Perſons his Confeſſion; and 
their Forgiveneſs. To which he replied, that if he ſhould tell them what he 
done, they would tear him out of his Death-bed. I proffer'd to ſecure him from his 
Fears, promiſing, That if he were arreſted, 1 would rake care of Bail for him, 'for 1 
knew that Death would bring the firſt Execution. 1 was very deſirous to vifit thoſe 
whom he had wronged, and to treat with them on his b:balf ; but he would not diſs 
cover them. | was ſo tender 'of him, becauſe of his deſire to receive, the Sacrament, 
that 1 conſulted with two of the moſt eminent Divines in the City ; who were of 
opinion that 1 ought not to give it him ; and ſoon after he died without receiving ir: 

Upon this, I conſeſs, it was that I preached upon Reſtitution : but whereas 
ſay that 1 was offended at the poor Man, I do not know that ever 1 ſaw him before 
that time ; nor do I remember that he gave me the leaſt occaſion of offence, nor was 
it poſlible for me to take any from a Man in that condition. . And whereas ſays 
that I denoune'd Damnation againſt Uſury, Extortion, and Oppreſſien, the World ftall 
ſhortly judg of it ; for | have a Treatiſe of Reftirurion now in Preſs, which con- 
tains all that | ſaid in the Pulpit, ( as any Man may judg, by comparing the Book 
with my Notes) with a very large Addition toit; and 1 pray God it may do as 
much good as the Sermons did. 

I know no reaſon they have to compare me to leton, or to tell me of damning 
People from oy The Subjefts of Charity, the Sacraments, and Inſtruftions 
of Youth, are thoſe which I have chiefly inſiſted upon ; and 1 am ſure they cannot 
ſay, that 1 chooſe Texts on purpoſe to preach Damnation, for they know my uſual 
way is, to proceed in a Chapter from Verſe to Verſe ; and they cannot accuſe me of 
fixing upon | that might lead me intoſ{uch Diſcourſes. If any ſeri 
Perſon ſhall tell me wherein 1 am to blame in my Sermons, | will thank them, and 
amend ; but in the mean while, the frequent Thanks which 1 have had from dying 
Perſons ſor my Sermons, ( how broad and coarſe ſoever they are) are ſuch at en- 
couragement to me, that a thouſand Revilers ſhall never trouble me. 

But now comes my great Charge : By my Slanders and Calumnies ( they fay) 1 
have diverted the Charity of divers good Benefaitors, and gerren the Mony into my own hand, 
of which I give no accom, . * 


. 
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In the firſt place ; 1 would know to whom ir is that I muſt give the Account ? Ard 
when they have told me that, I will produce it, and ſhew how I have difpos'd of all 
that ever came into my hands.,for I have the Perſons Names and Places of abode. If Au- 
thority commands it, or any Benefactor deſires it, I 2m ready to give them ſatisfaction. 
But I ſuppoſe theſe Men know that there was a moſt vexatious Conteſt ( carried on 
at the Charge of the Poor ) before I came to the Pariſh , which diſcouraged Benc- 
faftors ( as well it might ) from giving Mony into the Ofhcers Hands. And yet my 
diſpoſing of that which was committed ro my Care and Conſcience, hath been the 
occaſion of ſuch Fewds and Malice, as I hope the World cannot parallel. They 
heed. not be ſo much offended at me now, for the great Benefactors are dead, by 
whoſe Charity, I am ſure, I have kept ſome hundreds from periſhing, and I have com- 
paratively, but very little to diſpoſe of. 

Whereas they charge me of Calwmmes : All that they can truly alledge is, That 1 
did ſeverely reprove thoſe who imbezell'd the Poors Mony in Drinking-meetings ; 
and that miſpent fome hundreds of Pounds of Donation-mony, given by deccaſed 
Benefactors : The truth of which 1 am yet able to teſtify, and do wiſh that it may 
be referr'd to the Commiſhoners for Charitable Uſes, whether 1 have been bleme- 
worthy. 

- They charge me of cncreaſing the number of the Poor, by bringing them out of 
other Pariſhes into theirs. To which 1 Anſwer, That when they can bring the Of- 
ficers of other Pariſhes to tell me» that their Poor are decreaſed by my means, 1 
will give credit to them. If theſe Men knew what belong'd to” ingenuity, they 
would have acknowledged, that as I have received ſeveral Sums into my own hands, 
$o I. have: procured ſome hundreds of Pounds ( by publick Colleftions) to be paid 
into the hands of the Oftcers, more than they received before I came. iato the 


Pariſh. 
. = next Accuſation is, my Projett of a Narſery for poor Children. 

*Tis very true, that 1 had ſuch a Projeft, and there was a greater number that I 
took care of than they mention. And had it not been for the peeviſh and envious 
Diſpoſitions of ſame People, it had been one of the greateſt Advantages to the Parith 
that ever they reccived. | SP 

[ proffer'd co make it appear, that I took off Eighty Pounds Charge from the Pa- 
riſh in one Year ; and conlidering how many Perſons of Quality, and others, have 
ſent to me ſince: to take off Children-; 1 am ſure there bad been _— few, ex- 
g—_ thar are very little Ones, but had been well diſpoſed of, T Children 
who were fit to work, were employed, becauſe I knew that it was in vain to put 
them to School, who muſt be taken from it, and put to Trades, before they could 
know their Letters; but the Younger were kept to Learning, and fome of them 
made good proficiency. Whatſoever Mony 1 took for them, I laid out in Clothes 
and Proviſions, and never truſted their Nurſes, leſt they ſhould want. "Tis true, that 
I took the Pariſh Pay, becauſe I knew that Benefattors did not give me Mony to diſ- 
charge ther Rates. Whoever took notice of them as they went to Church, knew they 
were Clothed by my Care, but not at my Charge ;, and I would fain know whether the 
Children ſhould.not go co Church becauſe of that notice ? It ſeems I am obliged 
to them, for not. accuſing me of appointing the Nurſe to hang a Clog apon ſome 
n—_ that were unruly, which I thought might reclaim them withont being 

en. | 

But there is a very wicked Suggeſtion at the end of that Paragraph, That ſome « 
them dying, #t was not thou rene. cn to give the Searchers the view of them, Oy 
. To which 1 anſwer ; That I never concerned my fſclf about Searchers; it was 
their own fauit if they did. not do their Duty. The two Children they mention, 
died (about 7 Years ſince) of Conſumptions; and I am told, by the Nurſe, that 
ane of them was'not fearch'd, which 1 knew nothing of. 1 think it was a Child that 
was little leſs than an Idiot, for which I had great pity ; and 1 do not belicve that ir 
ver received the leaſt ſtroke after it came to my Care. They talk of a Court of Ju- 
ſtice, and one of them ſaith, that there is rs made before one or more Juſtices 
of the Peace, that the Child was not ſearch'd. It may be they intend, when the 
Nurſe and others that can teſtify concerning the Child's Death are dead, to try if 
they can fix an Accufation againſt me, by which they may try me for my Life. It 
was very well, that at the end of this Parzgraph they did not think of ſaying, they 
had no Malice or W-will againſt me, as they ſaid elſewhere concerning the Doctor. 
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In ſhort, 1 deſire no bl:ling from the great God of Heaven. and Earth, ( whoſe' Mi- 
niſter | am) to my ſelf and numerous Family, but — to my fairhfulneſs in 
that which hath been commirted to me for the Poor. Nor do | deiire that my own 

dear Children, when | am dead, ſhould ever be committed to the Care of thoſe who 

will bz more tender and faithful than 1 was to the poor Children. It was great; fatif- 

faſtion to me, not long lince, to hear that one of my Enemies ſaid;' he believed, 

That 1 cndeavourcd, by my Preaching to ſave Mens Souls. And that another, 
when he took occaſion to revile me, ſaid, That he believed I was fawhfut in the 

diſtribution of other Mens Charity. Lb 


The next Paragraph, deſires the Doftor, as be values bus Credit, and theirs, not ta be 
ld (by me) imo mitharitable Miftakes. 1 do- not think the Dottor is very ambitioss 
that his Credit and Theirs ſhould be Companions. But it ſeems that bis Miſtakes are 
uncharitable by my means. How far | have been from doing ill Offices, I have airea- 
dy mentioned, and I am ſure, if need be, rhe DoCtor*s Death-bed will acquit me from 
any ſuch Guile. But it is an odd conceir, that they ſhould charge him of uncharicable 
Miltakes : As if ſuch a ſhameful Proſecution, as | believe was never heard of in any 
Age, their putting him to fo vaſt a Charge, for doing what he did, by the beit 
Ad-ice and Direction, (which theſe Men acknowledge they did believe) and what 
many other Miniſters had done by the like Advice : Their diſregarding our Saviour?s 
Command, of telling him his Fault in private, and falling upon him on a ſudden and 
n:cxpeRtedly, was in kindneſs to him and bu Family ;, and he would have taken it fo, it 
his Curat had not led him into an wncharitable Miſtake. "Tis mighty probable ! 

Then it follows, Carats do not behave themſelves ſo tn other Pariſhes ;, and it is hard 


for Cripplegate to be the only Carat-ridden Pariſh im London, I can ſcarcely forbear a 


merry Anſwer to this. The Curat was a Rector many Years in aconſiderable Living, 
where he hath the reſpect of all the Pariſh co this day. And he was a Curat in a Pa- 
rilh in London before he came to Cripplegate, in which he heartily concern'd himſelf for 
the Poor, and yet the Pariſhioners were not offended at him, unleſs itwere for leaving 
them : Bat it ſeems Cripplegare is Curat-ridden. 1 do not think there is one of many 
hundreds that will join in that complaint. Ir is a Pariſh for which he hath a moſt fin- 
cere Aﬀettion, and will have till his Death, if he ſhould remove to morrow, and ne- 
ver come mote into it. But | muſt ſay, if one of them be ridden, it is the Curar, for 
I am ſyre he is very lean, and tires almolt every day under his Burden, tho he is very 
far from repining at it. But thele Jockeys cannot be contented, unleſs they ride the 
Curat and the Doctor too. 

There is one notorious Falſhood which came late into their Minds, as appears by 
their placing it : That I concernd my ſelf in the choice of Common-Council Men ;, 
which | once before denied in Print, and now do it the ſecond time, and challenge any 
Man, that nſcth to ſpeak Truth, to charge me of one word that ever | ſpake to any 
Man by which it might appear. This is as true, as that 7 ſold the Keys of Pers in the 
Church, which never entred into my thoughts. Or, that I lolt the favour of the Biſhop 
of Glecefier ;, whereas he was pleaſed to ſend many miles for me to atten him upon 
his Death-bed, and preach his Funeral Sermon. Or, that I was parted from my Wife; 
which the ſuppoſed Penman of the Letter, with others, was pleas'd to publiſh, when 
there was not the leaſt abſence, nor ſo much as one angry word, that might be the oc- 
caſion of that Report. And 1 do bleſs God for it, few were ever united in that Re- 
lation, who delight more in the Society of each other. I might mention a great ma- 
ny more, but that 1 am ſo us'd to be ſhindered by theſe, and a few other ſuch Men, 
that my lnnocency will not ſuffer my Memory to ſtand charged with them. 

There is one thing I omitted in its due place, viz. That the Church-Wardens who 
refuſed the Oath, were of the Dottor's bringing in, is as great an untruth asever they 
told : for the Doctor profeſſeth, thar, as to the beſt of his remembrance, he never held 
up his hand for any one Church-Warden ; ſo he ſpoke ro no one to give his Voice for 
either of theſe ;, and that he never heard of one of them, before he was nominared for 
the Office, nor remembers that there was one word of Objettion then againſt him. 
But as for the other, whereas they ſay he never received the Sacrament before he was 
excommunicated, the Doctor declared in the Court that *cis falſe, and thar for abour, 
or above a year before, he ſeveral times received it at his hands, and that he took him 
for as honeſt a Man as any in the Pariſh, tho he had once been a Dillenter. 
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' Another thing worthy to be obſerved, is, That one of theſe Men, viz. Mr. N. ne- 
ver made it his endeavour to get the Veltry purged, till it was carried againſt the 
admitting of him ; and rhenimmediatly he beſtirred himſelf to be revenged upon 
thoſc who, he was told, were for keeping him out ; ſo far was his w——— zeal for 
the Goverument, the Motive by which he was a(tcd in fo doing. "And when he ard 
his Companion went about to get Hands to their Petition, they never acquainted rhe 
DoQtor with it. And whereas, they call the Ill Men'ct the Veilry the Dottor*s Party ; 
as he was-gver impartial, and would fide with no Party againlt the reaſon of his Mind, 
as he hath declared to them ;, ſo he ſtifly oppoſed that Party that oppoſed Mr. Ns 
being a Vellry-man, ( they know likewiſe that I was extreamly troubled at it ) ; and 
this was the only ill Thing, if it were ſo, that the worſt of them ever did in the Ve- 
ſtry in the Doctor?s T ime. But as for him, whom he now makes the very nor# of theſe 
Men, no Man was for a long time greater with him than be was, In ſhort, 1 deſire 
it may be taken notice of, that the or declared in the Court, Jait Wedneſday, 
That if good proof could be made, of his ſhewing xndue Favour to any one Liſſenter, he wilt 
forfeit bus Living of S. Giles Cripplegate. And further he declares, That there is no 
Diſſenter in his great Pariſh, he can call to Mind, to whom he 13 obliged for the worth 
of one Farthing, except one who gave him once a Book, and a Tritle not worth refu- 
ſing, but ncver deſired the leaſt kindneſs of him. And he believes there is no Divine 
in Londen, frem whom the Diſſenters of his Pariſh do more eſtrange themſelves, than 
thoſe of Cripplegate have ever done from him. And he is conhdent, that hardly rwo 
of them come at him in a T welve-month, upon any other Account, than the BuſineG 
of Conformity. 

1 will conclude with a few words of Seaſonable Advice. 

1, Lerno rr cy ts of rheſe Men with the Dodtor, the Pariſh of S. Giles Cripple« 
gatt ; for I verily believe, that where he hath are Enemy, he hath athenſerd Friends in it, It hath incoe 
 reſpe& prov'd well for him, in chat he hears every day, how nambers of lis _— =_ as Cannor 
ba of Diſloyalry. or Phanaticiſm) arc cnquiring or his happy deliverance cuc of his hands, 
I donor think chat any Miniſter could be more happy in the Love of his Pariſhioners, than he would be, if 
ſr or ſcum Men lived elſewhere. 

Let none be diſcouraged from Conformity ro the Orders of the Church. I hope fuch ——_— 


, were 
| hath occaſion'd ſuch an hatred againſt me, as hath pur ſome few Men, for 
of ten Years,upon all endeavours of being injurious ro me ; and now to the Doftor for my ſake. Bur I can c4» 


o de- 


here are thar deſign the next Miſchief, However, 1 am refolved to publiſh no more fach 
and that in Obedicpce ro my Superiors, who chunk what is publi more than was 
clearing of their Repurarions, whoſe Behaviour and are too well known 
Names,to be made conſiderable Sufferers by theſe Men ; who have made themſelves 
nothing ſo much, as by their great Enmiry and [I-will co them. _ 

They have of lace had roo much lerſure from their honeſt Callings 3 and it is ro 
will ſhortly be chat increaſe of Trade, which will fnd them ocher Buſineſs, chan co 
proachful ro their Miniſters, who would be glad to hear of the of cheir Natures, 
rake more care of the Salvation of their Souls. I can, and do call God ro witneſs, chat I 
ccre kindneſs for theſe Men ; and thar from a true reſpe& ro them, it hath gri me co ſce 
riages : Bur | will never be afraid, in my Scrmons, to ſhew the Evil of any Sin 
ir ſhould offend all che Friends I have in the World. It would be an unſ| 
and ſome orhers, would conſider what cauſelefs Enemies they have been to the Doftor, and do thax why 
may cend to a hearty Reconciliation, which they know he hath exceedingly endeavoured. 

This, and all Happiac to them, is unfcignedly deſired by 
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